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a1 Rata sraer

T2 faeett, 20 ST, 2023

3. 1().—Th STatterea srferfaae, 1951 T 9T 60 F G=(TM) F ISl % T § [Fai=m
AT TagT Aftase F2ar g o qem TrieanT g Y9 witae-19 diewer a1 wartad uH =a~h, ST
T HATT G AT HLA o [oI0 Taad Fd g Al ST Faterd e T Sreahr T 39 Aq20e &
TATIH T ord & Tefi g, Fat=er &1 "= Faw, 1961 F Awr-lliF, =3y ua =T g3, 9w
LT 6T ATEGAAT FLALH. 1964 (31.) 3 19 S, 2020 F XU FrEented, 38 Faug o [ar=ae
T g7 TRt et ua fRenf=aert & |arer afeq, & A dr Fiaf=ree srfafaaw, 1951 it am=r 30
F AT ATIGAT g AT g TTHT TIT AAGT o HoarT FHar=e o7 Ud Je0r=ad I397, AWEE,
FHAATE, TR ST UF GgRTY & [Aem=aar Fam=e &= i & o 99 g 37 Fa=«t & =7 7q97 g0
HAGTT % o (o7 sF<RTT Sl Tk o g

[FT. €. 52/2023/THST3¥/EE-1]
AT H,
TR AT, T, A T af=a

520 G1/2023 1)
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Ry ArREt, RerimE st ffde-19 F @iy wa wafag safrat $i Soft § st wasmart g
T TAUT & AT ™ & forg fRen-Fder
1. Rat==T 1 g9 ("@erae) e, 2019, i Rat=+ s & f&qi® 16 s, 2020 F [T &
qry afeq A=Al & g9 (Fered) [Ew, 2020 F AGEe H OAqaedd Aaarare it
ferferfera Srfort i1 =1 7aus (FeT) & areaw & qaar i g < T 2

(i) =g Awrier (80 & & rfer oy ),
(i)  fRat=eF ammEe § <fa o v fRerem, st
(iiiy  FrfEe-19 F "ieveg va warfaa =it
2. AR TdaTarst g1 ST Haao (=) &1 saad Fed g Iiar

(2.1) ST AAUR T HAGH FA 6 Sogah (el AT AIRAT AAXTAT T FaTed A= &= %
Refr st (seel) Ff J4T raed® [@ewo 0 gu, T 12-9 § e FAT 92dT 2| S
b A O 0 s e 2 5 O 2 A o s O e o
el o R e e B L L R L P

(2.2) FMaT=+ &1 g9 =39, 1961 F 9% 272, 3% 27-3 & dgd |elied ITaeTai & AqHIT, TqIead
HAGTAT T T HATT ST FeA 1Y HAGTH o o7& Tq T il ATIHT T F1H AR FIT TATHIT
OfF & BT ST &g, SEn 9 g qRTE 9ol & Squterd qaarare (TAEHT),
e (fresegzt) =it & sufera aagrare (Taret) T Fifas-19 Auft & gafeq squtead
HAQTATe  (TATHTT) EWT ST AUl & AIeA" ¥ Aas fr qgagr & oo Faferfea
st/ fRenfager et o g

(2.3) #fz Fat=w & aux w12 ff Fat=s fifee-19 it aug ¥ w7 F 9w seaame § ol g, stoar
Fifae-19 #T a91g § Fra/AEINT S (FE) | g ol qRumeasq HiFa adq1g % Jqaw
HAGT % § ARETT &7 F 7q ST i Rafa § 981 g v 7% var Fat=s 21 qq07 I &34
& o0 ST2rer AT 8, AT SIS 6l ATeqrashdl & J1% § THIET gl ST+ 9 Faterd et srfaamr
(3T, HaT=e &0 ST 9q9= &1 weT| Rl stferspm (eel) S qaae 941 oY [Aai=-
& § Hae™ & o Fad [ & g S<F Mat=rs & <0 ar9| WA i SEeT w3 T SATE
AT % fARen ¥ wew afEe gy ATt wifae-19 F Jree Aty F qwead § i st vy
A=l ¥ =T 79 & o0 sfraas (07 12-9) % 97 Fe0q Taqreey el § yqor-a=/fHaert
#1 gfaferfe gomr grer =Teu, Red 7g gormaT 3 g1 & sraes #wifee-19 &t a9g ¥ T §
FETATA H AT g AT ST o HIAC S (FIEEH) (TS AT HEAWI) H 2l

(2.4) TT& HAUA FT fAweq gA= o et gofi (T i) Aae@ret & Ava § & (T69 129) &
Y R Afghr ATa@ae, 2016 St 4T 2 % dgd gared THI0 Tl g7 SHIva
ST AT THTOrTH (RTSse stereaT % 40% & & i) #T I G gl ATgql

3. =i srfersrdt g #Fréars-
(3.1) TS & GRT TET 129 Fr &g

(F) TN AT g & | MG FRT T Y T 7@ F qaR vdiegH, radidiss K
TS it Aot & SufRura Aaararsi & 930 &1 T HOI AL q&tad Aat=ahnt w 7 129
R F4T 3K I qrEdt e w9

(@) ey Rat=st & v aft arafaT e F 9T STHT w9

(M =z A Fates Suwsy 78 § T Hoasr stawT g f@aor qrET F9 i stfteg==T it
G & 918 g1 &0 i srafer & fia< 8 g F39 & forg e & s

(%) Rat=® =T 79T T T G & AT Tl 99 G6dT gl IS I8 TH HqqS HT f9oeq 4T g ar
s WX T TET 129 F AT F 9 F THT A A Jfgg==r i e & a1g a+
Rt fr srafer % fia< e % T ST FEm

(.) T ATFHTE AT F THT AT | STCren g T€T 129 F FAaqor sfi< w30g H Tiwar
FT TAAEIIT FHT
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(3.2) =t srferrdy (smeet) 3 Afort stafa (&) 'wehiueedt, (@) Tt =i () v § vE st
AAITEIT AARTATSAT T TAT (AATF—1 o ATHT BIHE) AT FGM, oo sraa o g0 o7 e
T & ST T Ve T A 2

(3.3) fAat=w * foru amufaes @ &t sifaw ara &1 39 Fat== v # foro fat=s ammEst fae
(SIS T ¥ SATT 8 i fRaT=e 927 g9 aF 39 ATHmEe |§ S 979 SEd F20ar gard daeft wire
T qgl AT STTAT g1 7 =F007 97, Rt Afamri(Aelr) g g o gRtad s & e
AT AT ATASH (HaTadh & ®F § Gs(iehd gl ad7 T 12-9 | I (Harad dgael fFawr qisaEr
A= ATHTEe & GIWTIETT 9al gil Mat=s araTas’ & SIA@qa Tet [@aor 970 ST arer a9t
ATl 7 TATTEHET ST TAMISr sl A0T § AqIeId Aagrarst & &9 H STH 79 JH U
STTUST| IS ST Haarar witae-19 (TATETET) AT 20ff F Fatera gf, a1 ST qq99 & (o 39
129 AHITRT A & qgol Refir Afgamrt =7 aea/as asg & emad g fafeaa Fan
TR0 T |erw WTTeaRTT & SR &l o6 e | S= HMT (& Far=s wifae-19 A a9 ¥ T8
TR (ST FTEEN) AT HEIET S (L) H 2N

(3.4) =i srfarardy (smesn) UF Aat=ei % 91 & qe Hat=s ammEdt f &rag afa § 78 iy
& foro wfafe et 3 & 3= UF ST 7a9= ST F7 (@37 97 8, 98] SHH a8 Sve S (T
T /A T %0l 7 GCIT &F A5l FHT

(3.5) Rl stferpTi(3meet) a2 W giataa wam & vE Fat=s, [ieg =% aaus s & ke au g, o
HAG %% I HAGH F3d gq A9 Tal gl

(3.6) SHF AATAT, AN ATFIATATCA TSI TAH AL & MATAT A a1 SAVATIAT 6 1T {ioq greahidr §
TE gt i siie 80+ FMat=i i = ATAT FGT Tk ST AAq= FIAGT T ATH I3 & W
TEY 129 § e S gRT SIGATRT 6T T g

4. ST A9 95 1 959 i foemsa

FUerd AAaTaren & o7 ST a9 FT BT ST 9THT 9| gf gnit SEl [HaEe SEr 1
HARTATS o [oIT ST a9 & gl gl =0 92 ¥, [Hat=d ST I Aaararsi & o7 ST Tq9 & T &
Tag T AT & fRAiw 18 fBdew, 2015 F fRenfRzer . 52/2015/vastemy/ds 1 37 fRAi® 24 ®a<,
2016 = feermfa=er /. 52/2016/THSTHAR/EE 1 FT AqATHT 2

5. AJETT YaTTeepTRAT &1 2T, Ratast ft ST a7 iz RfRqd 7aaa=t 1 U6 -

(5.1) TH TATSATY AR ATIRTAT T STeRT 297 6 [gin fit ST =rew, S=d a1 aarfewre
AT BT ST THH & FH & FHF T TIIEHILT, T § HAGTT g 6 (o7 Taa™ ATIFRT & &9 |
A 70 0 9RTfeshTeT o Y9/Fa% § FH T g1l Taard STTerT<Al &l &7 & 9719 UF qIHhl Jeqsh
off STU

(5.2) A T ST ATl AAQTT TRIERTRAT 61 2191 6l JeaT Hat=ad-a= § 39 sSquferd aaaransi
#1 T 9¥ [T w2l e =1 qaus S B A )

(5.3) \dETH qaTtEERTT F S Fat=eht g1 YU 129 § 9w e 9§ Sfeatad ad 97 A=t
o faerft, arfe 372 ST 7aT= g7 Aaa FA | giagT I3 it 7 9961

(5.4) TAATHT T TAGTH TRTEHTAT 6 1L AT TG S TATT THT F qL F TgeT T gf Ford o
STTURTT| UHT =T 95 129 § e 97 § feataq &y 70 dearsa wF, I3 Iy Farar
AT 3T, 9% THUAUH & S0 & 0| =T AIHAT §, ST FIT S/ATAT ATTASN o AR T AT
& ST

(5.5) =T T\ I F q8F [at=® YT § &7 70 99 9% A 7l Hear g, a1 9 70T gE q H
THT o A § AT Id U AIAT ET T w11 e Far=e gay 2 & a7 o #76E Tol
foreraT 8, a1 39 AT § 30 v off FTLaTs T9aT <1 Tuferd Agt gl

(5.6) ASITATT FT =6 AV & STF AT & 3T THT 70 T F ForT S F FTAHT T AT &F AT
i 9 =TE, qAr IEAT 9T T97 @ & fou RefH v afesmrt &7 @ g=391 a6 9= aiiesa
gtatafeaT (Fuaw afgd) F TaEI<w F2 a6d 8
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(5.7) TATTEHY, TAAET o wATHTer Fat=t i g Farae afgwiat & & dut § Faia o
ST & 39 a8 o aier SATut 3 Tk 19 T qisa STiers e | sataaai 6 g4t [Hl

(5.8) FX T SATH AT HAXTH ATHRTLN STF HATT ST F7A F Tgel HaTaa hl TgaTd qrAreqd Fel|

(5.9) A== &1 917 3fT Tg=T % O[T Y& IEaTasT f TEATS T8 TASA & (o7 FATT [T TF et
(-2 F =T § Fo9) H AT a7 A FOOAT ST I [ar=aw F gEqeA/s w1 e o
SO

THF FATAT, g 29 F fory 3 =afxr 7 912 3 o 8, vdruesty, vdrdiet s vaiefer & g=1 &
fRat=re & a0 % " gt #1 R T strowm &g @ v Fatew £ w9 der s
AT TEd FTSreThIcA I ToRT AT STUIT ¥ E9 gTeT Fqierd T@T ST

(5.10) AR SATAFRTIAT o T 1 il g PEHIRT NI 76 (F) o Ivg (TS TdF SAqarerd aaararst
* ToIT ST Aa9s ST 3, (@) STF Jd9T 6 1T HASE Hd 6 (o0 TIATS ST areft ThaT &
I H At 1 Fqrd, (1) Tg gEAtET w7 & [Fai=s a7 Ju 968 T 7qe™ w71 § Fe
TR | &Y, 3T ST "gatea Aat=e % aq uw a4t sfafatest § gaae f T gt
TR TATM, Ff% e Aat= gregHar a1 i Haaarsi & H10r 94T 99 & | 999 951 8
qT AAS A & o 39 et ageF =af<h $ agraar o & SqAfd af STol| 39 /e §
Rat=e d=mee ==9, 1961 % = 497 & T+t Tag™ @rL g0 areft &1 T gy Meifa
TS | FTIOT QAT RIT ST AAaT SATEreRT<r UH Tl T ahie IO 14% | TET, Haard v $ir
AEEAT § Usiel a1 IFtear a1 [Afug @ifeat &1 a8t foar S |ehar g1 arft & are Teq @A r
BT 3T a8 Fdel Ueh (Aar=eh v o T § FTF FT ThaT 2|

(5.11) AaaE ATFET Fat=ehi F7 ITF g7 HAQM Hil TORIT JAT 396 g0 A91E SI" At
SATTATRATSAT o Hael | TaTd q9T Irg (HATIEd fGgal 6l 8 9 § AT FI:
(F) BT 13%F | SO FIAT 3T IH T3 TAGTT SATHTLT FTLT ATATHTIONT FLATHT,
() BT 135 S e 6 (BT 139), TAT 92 16 qATS il /70 AT STAAT,
(T) HAGTH T T ALIHT, TATT THE o AT o ATH F qTHA FIT TTAT Tl T (= AT,
(%) TR Sere &7 912 2 39 F1e forwmrh | T@AT 3T forhrE &l 98 FeAT,

(z.) FAfeaa W gu, geareated a9m ATSSHIorT ®rH 13 & ¥ T =9 & a2 forwrs (F 137T)
& T e 30 T /a9 a1 6§ or®rh (B9 13@) & |7 7@ T,

(F) T2 TOTETH T % FLAT 3T I AR ATHTL T HIOATI

(5.12) "a=T TR veuaHT, T siw vt Mat=ewt F graer § w5 13F § i T = Fw7y
srferaTior e & o arfessa €1 =Swr A Ao Fd q9T "asT SATeEh AT 91T
ATH TAT TSATH “HA ATy ff e T searer § sy=mdie #ifas awq =1t & q/e o
39 =T it 3@-1 F:X T =i sttt ot srfermnforg s 3 foro arfarsa 2

(5.13) ST =T& HAUT I Fle ST QAT AT g AT FH 137 # orwrdr aaw w2 oo Srar g v gaqq=
STErTLT 39 THgT |

(5.14) AAETT ATAFRTRAT HiT TedH 7 FHl TATTHHT, TAAIST 3T TAHTAT Far=eht FiF TAT TG FT 5
AT I7% AT AT § T HA-0F, Rrers, Few, THaT (St FAt omEd &y, a8t oS
e & forw), e 7 97 F3 & o 9 few, AaeW U 70 7q9=1 F w39
FTISTHITA T FIEd TET % [T TF TITH F=T FAaTH TAT AT AT ATHATT T % FIHI,
ST STF9TF FHA S0, F&T 60 S AT( 0l

(5.15) AAE ATIFIAT HI ITAT IEATA F I [T TRAT Fa< TZH Hl AT AR
TATTEHT /T TS/ s Rat=eai & 90 9% Fraaredr it TR & 6y @7 &Fw s
IR TF TATST 6 (o7 FaarT ATIFRIRAT % T Teh ASAUTHRL I 9T o AT AT A0 T2
qiAterd AT ST & ST fi FTaarsr Fed T7T 7 6 T =ar §97 T 27

(5.16) TATUHHT, TS 3% v Fat=at % 79 9% aaar afdarfat F 420 i T 29 T
FATS AT AR 6 T8 Fa=e &= & 7ae & o0 a7 ariE & UF 79 98 T FT oET 1)
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IaEew & g, i gasm wgie AT 10 IrE ® a7 g dr UATUHET, TATIer i waresr
A=l & forT ST 7aaT™ &1 FTH 3T A= 6t 09 TG T FX AT ST AT

(5.17) et Mat=Ht * oo s wase sty gq T fre affa S qeer ST Suasya
FLTAT SATOIT| UAT TS fFat=et & forg e ware sifesdy & 92wel &k 36T SET A1)

6. e U T Aa= 3R FISEThiT arel RrRre! 1 JiaEr

T TTHE/ TS/ T Ter Rat=i & 9d 9% a8 ATIHaAl & 2 & TdF [&F % oiq | &
AT TS AT BIH 1277 & Tt 3 A=t & gearers/ 3 & e arel Fa9= & Frgehisd aaT
F F3Eol &1 SAqUET @ a1 AaaTarsl T ST Aaa Fd gq A1Hd qgras et sfespmr
FT et TRt SO agras Rt Afaamrt g 3w qefera =7 & waq & forg 3w Refdr sfaswmr
& HEATAT WS T Tael AT SITUAIT| Jgraeh Rafer Afeey Yo fad 957 T 9q-9901 6l T 900
arer farts v & Rt sttt & arer oft 3 smeme u= g Gt sar =i

7. Rat=e T & ST fRem-fAgert & an § Mat=e o2 w vt & o fGfdea = & g=a
B sToEm)

*

ATITH-1
T WA-T31 & AT & e A 2q I TEuay, vt ix vdiei=n Ratast & g=h
G E L 1 1 12 S

w0 . IGEIEEIEIC IR W H&AT T ¥ 57 H&4T ufis g T

fefdT afgerd & gemax

LG ED

A2

ST 99-97 % 91y I fHFw 1o vdiasft, wdihist i vhisn Rat=et 6t g=h
G E L G 0 I 1 . O

RAET AT HFATT e
. faes @1 | e Tga & fou | ade, | FRaEs #
W Ratasi A & § #0 | wga ey | e Haee | gy
e [ERIRRI WS W
R

AT TR & FEATET
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 20th January, 2023

O.N. 1(E).—In pursuance of the provisions of clause (c) of Section-60 of the Representation of the People
Act, 1951, the Election Commission hereby specifies that the Covid-19 suspect or affected person, certified by
competent authority, who applies for voting by postal ballot paper, and subject to verification of his request by the
Returning Officer concerned, would be a class of persons to give his vote by postal ballot in the ongoing Bye
Elections to the Parliamentary Constituency of UT of Lakshadweep and Assembly Constituencies of
Arunachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Maharashtra, to be notified under Section 30 of
the Representation of the People Act, 1951, as per the provisions in Part-111 A of the Conduct of Elections Rules,
1961, as amended vide Ministry of Law & Justice, Govt. of India, Notification SO No. 1964(E), dated 19" June, 2020
read with the directions and guidelines issued by the Election Commission on the subject.

[F. No. 52/2023/SDR/Vol. 1]
By Order,
NARENDRA N. BUTOLIA, Sr. Pr. Secy.

Guidelines for Voting through postal ballot by Absentee Voters in the category of Senior Citizens, PwDs and
Covid-19 suspect or affected persons

1. In pursuance of the Conduct of Elections (Amendment) Rules, 2019, and the Conduct of Elections
(Amendment) Rules, 2020 read with the Election Commission’s decision dated 16™ July, 2020 following categories of
Absentee votershave been given the facility of voting through postal ballot (PB)paper:

(i) Senior citizens (above 80 years of age),
(i) Persons with disability flagged in the database for electoral rolland,
(iii) COVID 19 suspect or affected persons.

2. Process for applying PB by absentee voters.

(2.1) An Absentee Voter wishing to vote by postal ballot has to make application to the Returning Officer
(RO) of the constituency concerned, in Form-12D, giving all requisite particulars. Such application seeking
postal ballot facility should reach to the RO from date of announcement of election to five days following
the date of notification of the election concerned.

(2.2)  As per the amended provisions under Rule 27E and 27-1 of CER, 1961 the issue of Postal ballot paper
to the absentee voter and return of the ballot paper after voting shall be in such manner as the
Commission may direct. Accordingly, the Commission has laid down the following
procedure/guidelines for facilitating voting through postal ballot by the absentee voters of senior citizen
category (AVSC), absentee voters belonging to PWD category (AVPD) and absentee voters belonging
to COVID 19 category (AVCO)

(2.3) If any elector at the time of election is hospitalized on account of COVID-19, in a hospital within the
State or is in Home/ Institutional Quarantine on account of COVID-19 and hence not be in a position to
cast vote personally at the polling station as per medical advice and if such elector makes request for
issue of Postal Ballot, the RO concerned, on being satisfied about the genuineness of the application,
shall provide the postal ballot to the elector. The RO shall make arrangement to deliver Postal Ballot
and to get the same collected back from the said elector before the date fixed for poll in the
Constituency. This arrangement shall be made in coordination with the Nodal Officer for COVID-19,
designated by the Chief Secretary, on the directions of the Commission. Application for postal ballot
paper from such electors (Form 12D) should be accompanied by copy of certificate/ instructions from
competent health authorities which show that the applicant is hospitalized in the State or is in
quarantinewithin the State (Home or Institutional) on account of COVID 19.

24 In case of absentee voters belonging to PWD category (AVPD),who opt for postal ballot,
application (Form 12D) should be accompanied by a copy of benchmark disability certificate (not
less than 40% of a specified disability)as certified by the concerned certifying authority, under
Section 2 of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.

3. Action by RO-
(3.1) Distribution of Form 12D by BLO:
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a)

b)
c)

d)

e)
(3.2)

(3.3)

(3.4)

(3.5)

(3.6)

BLO will visit to the houses of the absentee voters in category of AVSC, AVPD and AVCO, as per
details provided by the RO, in the Polling Station area and deliver Form 12D to the concerned
electors and obtain acknowledgements from them.

BLO shall deposit all the Acknowledgements obtained from the electors with the RO.

If an elector is not available, BLO will share his/her contact details and revisit to collect it within
period of five days following the date of the notification.

The elector mayor may not opt for Postal Ballot. If he/she opts for Postal Ballot, then the BLO
will collect the filled-in-Form 12D from the house of the elector and deposit with the RO
forthwithwithin period of five days following the date of the notification.

Sector Officer shall supervise the process of distribution and collection of Form 12D by BLOs
under the overall supervision of RO.

The RO will draw a list (format as annexure-1) of all Absentee Voters in the 3 categories, i.e. (a)
‘AVSC’, (b) ‘AVPD’ and (¢) AVCO, whose applications have been received in time and are in order.

On the last date for making nominations for the election, the electoral roll is frozen for that election and
no further addition or deletion can be carried out in the roll till the completion of the election. At this
stage, RO shall verify and ensure that the applicants for postal ballots are registered as elector and their
electoral particulars given in Form 12-D are correct with reference to the existing electoral roll. Form
12D of all the electors, whose particulars with reference to the electoral roll have been found to be
correct, shall be approved for issue of postal ballot paper as Absentee Voters in the category of AVSC
and AVPD. In case of Absentee Voters belonging to the category of COVID-19 (AVCO), before
approving FORM 12D, for postal ballot the RO shall check certificate of competent authority, duly
appointed by the State Government/UT administration to the effect that the elector is under home
quarantine or institutional quarantine due to COVID-19.

The RO shall indicate entry ‘PB’ in the marked copy of the electoral roll against the names of such
electors, to show that a postal ballot paper has been issued to them, without however recording therein
the sl. no. of the ballot papers issued to them.

The RO shall also ensure that elector who has been issued postal ballot is not allowed to vote at a polling
station.

Further, the RO shall share list of all such PwD and 80+ electors, whose applications in Form 12D
for availing Postal Ballot facility have been approved by him, with the Contesting Candidates of
recognized political parties in printed hardcopy.

Form and design of Postal ballot paper

The postal ballot paper for Absentee Voters shall be of the same Form and language as the postal ballot paper
for the voters on election duty. In this connection, reference is invited to the Commission’s Directions

No.

52/2015/SDR/Vol.1 dated 18" September, 2015 and 52/2016/SDR/Vol.1 dated 24" February, 2016,

regarding the Form of postal ballot paper for voters on election duty.

Visits of Polling Officials, briefing of electors and collection of marked ballot papers:-

(5.1)

(5.2)

(5.3)

(5.4)

(5.5)

(5.6)

Separate teams of poll officers, comprising two officials out of which at least one should be not below
the rank/level of the official appointed as polling officer for Polling Station in the State, should be
appointed for the purpose. A micro observer should also accompany the teams of Poll officers.

Number of teams of Poll Officers to be appointed would depend on the number of Absentee Voters in
the constituency to whom postal ballot papers have been issued.

The team of poll officers shall visit the electors at the address mentioned in their application in Form
12D for facilitating their voting by postal ballot paper.

The electors will be intimated, in advance, about the date and approximate time of visit of poll
officers. Such intimation may be given through SMS on the mobile phone number wherever the same
has been mentioned in the application in Form-12D. In other cases, the intimation may be given by
post and /or through the BLO.

If the elector is not present at the given address at the first visit, the team shall pay a second visit after
leaving intimation about the time of second visit. If the elector is not present even at the second visit,
no further visit or action is required in his/her case.

The candidates shall be informed about the schedule of visit for the delivery and collection of postal
ballots for this category. They may, if desired, depute their authorized representatives (including
BLAs), with prior intimation to the Returning Officer, to watch the process.
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(5.7)

(5.8)
(5.9)

(5.10)

(5.11)

(@)
(b)

(©

(d)
()

()
(5.12)

(5.13)

(5.14)

(5.15)

(5.16)

(5.17)

The list of AVSCs, AVPDs and AVCOs shall be divided for distribution among the different teams of
Poll Officers in such manner that each team gets a list of persons in geographically compact area.

The visiting poll officers shall ascertain the identity of the elector before issuing postal ballot paper.

Name of elector and the document produced for identification shall also be entered in a register
(annexed as annexure-2) to be maintained for the purpose, and signature/thumb impression of the
elector obtained therein. Further, a tick mark shall be placed against the name of the elector in the list
of AVSC, AVPD and AVCO to indicate that the person has voted. The counterfoil with the serial
number and part number of elector duly filled up shall be got detached and kept in safe custody by the
team.

It shall be the responsibility of each team of pollofficers to (a) issue postal ballot to each of the
Absentee Voters assigned to it, (b) brief the elector about the procedure to be followed for voting
through postal ballot, (c) make sure that the elector votes without anyone influencing his/her choice,
and ensuring the secrecy of voting, all activities at the address of the elector concerned. However, if
any elector is not able to cast vote by himself due to blindness or physical infirmity, he/she shall be
allowed to take the assistance of any adult person for casting vote. In this matter, all the provisions of
Rule 49N of Conduct of Elections Rules,1961 will be applicable the companion has to give
declaration in the Form prescribed by the Commission and Poll officers shall keep a record of such
cases in Form 14A assistance of polling agents or candidates or prohibited parties may not be taken.
The companion should keep the vote secret and he/she can be acted as the companion of only one
elector.

While briefing the electors about the procedure of voting and formalities to be observed on their part,
the polling official shall clearly explain the following points to them:-

making the declaration in Form 13A and getting it attested by the poll officer himself,

entering the serial number of postal ballot paper, both on Form 13A and on the smaller envelope
(Form 13B),

manner of marking vote, i.e by placing either cross mark or tick mark against the name of the
candidate of choice,

folding and placing the marked ballot in the smaller envelope and closing the envelope,

Placing the declaration in Form 13A, duly filled up, signed and attested along with closed envelope
(Form 13B) containing the marked ballot paper inside the larger envelope (Form 13C),

Closing the larger envelope and handing over the same to the poll officer.

Poll officer is authorized to attest the declaration in Form 13A in the case of AVSC, AVPD and
AVCO. While attesting the declaration, the poll officer shall write his full name and also the
designation ‘poll officer’. In the case of a COVID affected person on treatment in Hospital, the
Medical Officer attending to the person also authorised to attest the declaration.

After vote is cast on postal ballot and the envelope in Form 13C is ready, the Poll Officers will collect
the same.

Each team of poll officers should be provided with the list of AVSC, AVPD and AVCO electors,
adequate number of postal ballot papers, envelopes, pen, ink-pad (for thumb impression wherever
required), glue stick for closing the envelopes, a sufficiently big canvas bag for keeping the envelopes
of polled ballots and the counterfoils safely and other essential stationeries that may be considered
necessary.

Police Security cover shall be provided to the poll officers for their visits. Arrangement for
videography of the proceedings at the address of AVSC/ AVPD/AVCO should also be made. For this
purpose, a videographer should accompany the poll officers. It shall be ensured that the secrecy of
vote is not violated while carrying out the videography exercise.

Visits by teams of poll officers to the address of AVSC, AVPD and AVCO electors should be
planned in such a way that the same is completed one day prior to the date fixed for poll in the
constituency. For instance, if poll is scheduled for 10" of Month, the postal voting for AVSC, AVPD
and AVCO should be completed by 9™ of that Month.

For the poll officers deputed to AVCO electors appropriate protection equipment including PPE kit
shall be provided. This should be done in consultation with the Nodal Health Officer for AVCOs.
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6. Deposit of envelopes containing marked ballot papers and counterfoils

At the end of each day of visit by poll officers to the address of AVSC/AVPD/AVCO electors, the envelopes
in Form-13C containing postal ballot paper etc. and the counterfoils of ballot papers containing the signature/thumb
impression of electors and other particulars, shall be collected by the ARO designated of postal voting by the absentee
voters. The ARO shall make arrangements to have the same delivered at the headquarters of the RO for keeping them
in safe custody. The ARO shall maintain the record indicating the number of ballots sent on each day. This should also
be shared with the RO on a daily basis.

7. Contesting candidates will be duly informed about the Election Commission’s above guidelines.

Annexure-1
List of AVSC, AVPD and AVCO electors entitled to vote through postal ballot

Name of Election:

Name of Constituency:

SI. No. | Name of Elector Part Number SI. Number in the Part EPIC number

Signature of RO

Date:

Annexure-2

List of AVSC/AVPD/AVCO electors issued with postal ballot

Name of Election:

Name of Constituency:

Sl Name of | SI. No. in the list of | Document produced | Date on which | Signature/Thumb
No. Elector AVSC/AVPD/AVCO | for identification voted impression of
electors elector

Signature of Poll Officer

Name :
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